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Personal Statement  
I am an experienced features journalist. I have worked freelance for many years and in-house as Arts 
Editor for a popular magazine and website. I recently completed a Masters in Media, Communication 
and International Journalism, for which I achieved a Distinction. I have experience of creating multi-
media, and social media content as well as website management. I am a creative thinker and always 
being fresh ideas to the table. I am also a skilled interviewer with a strong sense of what makes a 
good story. I am now looking for a full-time, in-house position. 
 

Employment History 
Freelance Writer/Editor – Various Publications      Dec  2011 – ...  
Achievements: I have carried out interviews with a broad range of people, and written travel, culture, politics, 
food and lifestyle features. I contributed articles to: Cable Mag, Positive News, The Skinny, Time Out Istanbul, 
Songlines, Publish.org, Nieman Lab, Paste, and more. I also wrote a weekly column for a Turkish newspaper and 
updated three different Turkey travel guidebooks. I have also edited several blogs and written commercial copy 
for websites. 
 
Hotline News Desk Trainee – The European Parliament     Oct 2017 – Dec 2017 
Responsibilities: Drafting news alerts to be sent to journalists, briefing the media on affairs of the parliament, 
feeding a blog with news from the AV unit, media monitoring and research. 
Achievements: Developed my knowledge of EU politics and the parliament’s communication strategies.  
 
Arts Editor - The Norwich Radical        Aug 2017 – … 
Responsibilities: Co-ordinating a publishing schedule, managing a team of regular contributors, editing & fact 
checking articles, sourcing images, formatting for online publication, social media promotion. 
Achievements: Increased readership of the arts section, developed the skills of the section writers.    
 
Website Coordinator – Policy Scotland       Apr 2017 – Oct 2017 
Responsibilities: Building a new website for a newly published book on the Scottish economy, liaising with 
potential authors, writing posts, editing content, mapping out the design, and sourcing images.  
Achievements: Created new ‘living book’ style website, presented it to officials in the Scottish Parliament. 
 
Research Assistant – ‘War, Memory, and the Media’ Book    Jul 2017 – ... 
Responsibilities: Carrying out research for a forthcoming book, analysing declassified military intelligence 
reviews from the 1950s, contrasting information with articles from The Times in the same period. I devised a 
means of recording and coding information, drawing out themes, theories and conclusions. 
Achievements: Will co-author a book with professor from the University of Glasgow 
 
Communications Coordinator – Beltane Fire Society     Feb 2017 – May 2017 
Responsibilities: Devising and implementing a communications strategy, media liaison, promoting the event 
online and in the press, social media management, writing feature articles and blog posts. 
Achievements: Achieved national TV, radio and newspaper coverage (including front page of The Times), sold 
out event & increased social media engagement across all platforms.  
  
Arts & Culture Editor/Website Coordinator – The Guide Istanbul    Jan 2013 – Jul 2014 
Responsibilities: Writing content for the magazine and website, editing the arts section, conducting interviews, 
carrying out reviews, using social media channels to generate traffic, contributing to layout design, analysing 
web use and creating targeted material to widen and engage audiences, coordinating content uploads. 
Achievements: Contributed to redesign of new magazine/website, developed arts section. 
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Communications and Campaign Manager – Kerry McCarthy MP    Mar 2009 – Mar 2011 
Responsibilities: Creating a communications strategy, writing press releases, dealing with the media, producing 
targeting mailings; maintaining and updating the website, liaising with local organising all aspects of events. 
Achievements: Managed campaign that got MP re-elected in 2010. 
 
Artist Liaison Manager – Music & Literature Festivals in the UK & Europe  Jul 2005 – ... 
inc. Glastonbury, Secret Garden Party, Outlook, Hay-on-Wye, V Fest & more. 
Responsibilities: Working closely with artists, technicians, and directors to ensure smooth running of an event, 
liaising with management companies to guarantee artists’ hospitality, press and transport needs are met.  
Achievements: Taking care of the needs of everyone from Blondie to Beyoncé, thinking on my feet to find 
creative solutions to problems before they occur.   
 

Education History 
The University of Glasgow         2016 – 2017 
MSc Media, Communications & International Journalism - Distinction & Outstanding Student Award 
Modules: Media, Communications and International Journalism: Criticism and Theory, Social Research 
Methods, Practical News Journalism, The EU in International Politics and Development, Political Institutions 
and Communications, Researching Audience and the Media. 
 
The University of Brighton         2005 – 2008 
BA (Hons) Humanities - 2:1 
Modules: Race and Racism, Critical Traditions in Western Thought, Natural and Social Scientific Method, 
Cultural Studies, Philosophical Inquiry, Historical Inquiry.  
 

Voluntary Experience 
Bristol Drugs Project – Mentor         2009 – 2010  
I spent a year working as a mentor to a young person whose parents were drug users. 
Tree Aid – Trust Fund Researcher        2008 – 2009  
I worked for an international development charity, carrying out research and maintaining a database. 
 

Training Courses Undertaken 
Dealing with the Media * Writing Good Copy * Speech Writing * Targeting Communications * Training 

Techniques * Active Listening * Volunteer Management * Emergency First Aid at Work (St Johns Ambulance) 
 

Additional Skills 
• I speak, read, write and understand Turkish and French to a good standard. I also have very basic Spanish. 
• I hold a full and clean driving licence. 
• I am competent on the computer and have experience with most commonly used programs and software 

such as Wordpress and Microsoft Word, Excel, Outlook, and Powerpoint. I also have basic Adobe 
Photoshop and Premiere Pro video editing skills.  

• As part of my MSc course, I have also gained some experience of producing video content.  
• I know how to apply SEO and social media best practice to my work. 
 

Interests 
• Travel: I have travelled extensively in Africa, India, Mexico, Thailand, & Central Asia. I also worked as a 

freelance tour manager for a holiday company specialising in archaeology themed tours.  
• Cycling: I have cycled 2000km from Croatia to Turkey and 1000km around France.  
• Music: I play piano and enjoy going to live music events. 
• Dancing: I regularly Lindy Hop and have attended swing dance workshops around the world. 
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